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Thoughts of 2020 and Hopes for 2021
As 2020 draws to a close, I think we can all look back and consider the many aspects of an
unusual year.
Some may think about the waste that has come as a result of a pandemic that has blighted so
many lives. Others may dwell on the lost opportunities and consider what might have been if
life had been normal for us all. There are those who have seized opportunities to concentrate
on what could be done photographically during lockdown, recording the various aspects of
lockdowns or honing editing skills to breathe life into those images that had been left on the
back burner for so long.
However, now is the time to look forward and to make plans for 2021. Plans for our own
personal photography, plans for our Clubs, plans for our Federations and plans for the PAGB.
Over the last 12 months we have discovered new skills and new ways of working that we never
considered pre-Covid. Individuals, clubs and Federations have embraced the use of Zoom and
other services to continue activities and to successfully stage events that would normally have
involve a physical presence. Clubs have organised and enjoyed speakers from far afield , who
they could never have considered in the past due to travelling and accommodation expenses.
The PAGB realises that 2021 presents a challenge to our operations and services. We are up to
that challenge and, behind the scenes, we are making progress on the backlog of applications
for the Awards for Photographic Merit and an Online Advisory Service has been established.
The Masters of Print Exhibition will go ahead despite the many difficulties to be overcome. The
GB Cup and GB Trophy is already organised and will hopefully be judged in January. The InterFederation Competition/Exhibition will be staged but as PDI only.
The Recorded Lecture Service continues to function and is now so much easier to use. The
arrangements for the application for FIAP Awards continues and, due to international postal
difficulties during the Covid crisis, there is no required print quota to meet, a bonus for some.
Details of all the PAGB operations and service can be found on our website and in the regular
issues of e-news.
We will continue to do our utmost run everything as near normal as possible.
At the end of each year, I personally look back and consider what had I intended to do and
what did I actually do. 2020 has taught me that such an attitude is wrong. I should be looking
forward with determination and should do it now, don’t put things off until tomorrow as
tomorrow may never come. Writing this piece has ingrained in me the resolve to achieve all my
hopes and plans that have never reached conclusion in the past.

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a photographically prosperous 2021.

Howard G Tate MA ARPS AFIAP APAGB
President of The Photographic Alliance of Great Britain
Page 2 of 15, e-news 272. 22 Dec 2020

APM ONLINE ADVISORY SERVICE
Thanks to the generosity of our team of advisors, the new
Permanent Advisory Service has already provided advice
to over 40 club members. Some have asked for advice on
images for an Adjudication which they have already booked
whilst others asked for guidance about the potential of their
images meeting the standard of a future adjudication.
You don’t need to be a judge to join the team of advisors, just a familiarity with the
standards required for an Award and a willingness to provide one-to-one advice. We
can even provide some online refresher training if you feel it will help you and we can
give you access to a set of images which are in the passing range at each level.
You can be part of the team for as long or as short a period as is convenient, you can
opt in and out of the scheme as and when you wish. No Advisor has to assist more than
one candidate at any one time.
One area where, not surprisingly, we have a shortage is for advisors to help with
potential MPAGB applications. So if you have an MPAGB, and would be willing to share
your expertise with people who would like some advice on what is needed to apply for
an MPAGB, please email amponline@thepagb.org.uk and we will be delighted to have
you join the team.
We are, of course, also very pleased to welcome any other APM holders who have the
necessary expertise and who would like to join the team to advise at DPAGB and
CPAGB levels.
It’s one of the great strengths of our club and federation system that so many
photographers are willing to offer their time and expertise to help others achieve awards
and we hope that you will want to join us.
David Smith.

There will be a lot more information about the 2020* Masters of Print in January but, in the meantime,
why not visit the 2019 Virtual Gallery?
PAGB Virtual Gallery (pagbhost.co.uk)
*note

Although it will take place in 2021 this will still be the 2020 MoP. The 2021 exhibition is planned for Dec 2021 in Birmingham.
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INSURANCE
As Federations and Clubs will now be aware, the PAGB Brokers, Darwin Clayton Ltd., have
negotiated new policies for both PLI and Management Liability.
A significant change for 2021 is that the PAGB is no longer able to take Management Liability
cover for all clubs. There are several reasons for this, including the legality of one organisation
taking out cover for other organisations without their full knowledge of what the policy cover is.
This is a direct result of best practice changes which resulted from the mis-selling of PPI.
Another reason is that insurers are aware that neither the PAGB nor the Federations have any
direct control of the operations of individual clubs all of which are effectively free agents. This
contrasts with the likes of multiple outlet retailers such as McDonalds, Holland and Barrett, etc.,
where their franchisees have to tightly follow all company policies and procedures.
All clubs must have PLI cover to protect their members and visitors, such as their judges and
lecturers. With Covid restrictions preventing Clubs from meeting, the question arises whether
to renew now or when there can be a return to face-to-face meetings. A deciding factor could
be that, whether Clubs renew now or later in 2021, the Policy will cost the same. There is also
the possibility that relaxation of restrictions in the New Year may encourage socially distanced
outdoor meetings. PLI is strongly advised for such meetings to protect Club members and the
public.
Clubs need to decide if they should also purchase Management Liability cover for 2021/22.
The policy covers Officers and Committee Members for a variety of potential claims including breaches of duty
and trust. You may consider the risk to be small, but the consequences of any claim could be very serious.
The full Policy details and the extent of cover are shown on the Darwin Clayton website at
https://www.darwinclayton.co.uk/products/photographers/. This policy is regarded as essential for the PAGB and
Federations. Larger Clubs, especially those who own their own premises, are strongly advised to take out the
cover. The policy should give peace of mind to club officers and committee members in these increasingly
litigious times.
When clubs take out PLI, “All Risks” or MLI policies they will now have the added benefit of money cover up to
£1,000 at no extra charge (19 clubs paid for money cover last year).
Darwin Clayton have circulated a Rating Card to all Federations and Clubs. To benefit from these rates clubs
must be affiliated to the PAGB through their Federation. Darwin Clayton will cross check with Federations to
ensure that clubs applying for the policy hold membership of a Federation.
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Richard O’Meara
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MY LOCKDOWN CONTRIBUTION - ANDREA HARGREAVES MPAGB EFIAP/B BPE3 PSA4

2020 started no different to any other year. New Year always finds me in a blind panic on account of having ‘nothing’ to put into my
Federation Annual Exhibition (Yorkshire Photographic Union) which must be submitted to my club at the end of January! It is the single
factor that motivates me to get my act into gear, every year!
Needing inspiration, I looked at the beautiful art paper samples which Paper Spectrum had sent me to try out. I have always wanted to
create soft ethereal images, but I just cannot resist beefing them up. However, with this paper sitting there i was going to become ethereal
come hell or high water! I spent some very painful hours un-beefing, or is it de-beefing, a few images which hadn’t yet made it off the
hard drive and I was blown away by the results. I even managed to print them on the gorgeous etching and the cotton rag bright white
paper. I just about un-beefed every picture I had whilst I was in that uncharacteristic zone as I didn’t know how long it was going to last!
To say that I was over the ethereal moon is putting it mildly.
Something that I did discover in this conversion from Baryta to soft Art Print was
how I perceived the character in its new realm. Instead of the Goddesses being
portrayed as warriors, characters of strength and power, now appearing ethereal.
I felt they had transcended the heavens, becoming more muse, or messengers
of the Gods. It opened for me a whole new fantasy universe to explore!
I had wanted to have a go for some time at “creating a high viewpoint”, on which
a fabulous Goddess as Angry woman would be ensconced! An unfair description
of my Goddesses by a tall bloke with long curly hair and a wild beard, who wears
outrageous outfits - you know who you are! ☺
So, in my usual haphazard way, I began with a dozen ideas, all at once, mixing
characters, stories and backgrounds to see what would emerge. I created lots of
images, which I liked, and which were kind of connected visually with each other.
Yet the storylines were confused which, for someone who works in small series, is a total nightmare! I had plenty of standalone images
for the Annual Exhibition (ticked that box), but I need them to be in neat, ordered, themed series.
By now Lockdown was underway and, as I don’t usually work on the computer in summer, I was ready for some R&R, a bit of sunbathing
and generally enjoying the peace and quiet. All was great, except for that rotten niggle- trying to sort the jumble into some sort of order.
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A friend suggested that I try for the Master Distinction of FIAP, (MFIAP), which certainly put paid to “the niggle”,
and the next 8 months of my life. Oh, it seemed such a good idea at the time!
Whilst I did enjoy lockdown, and even did some photography, my Husband and Son were key workers and my
Father had been diagnosed with onset dementia in January 2020. He was due to celebrate his 100th Birthday
in September and my Mum is in her late 80s. Everyone around me was working flat out as key workers and it
wasn’t easy to be left behind, feeling that I had little to contribute in such worrying times. Working on my picture
niggle kept me sane.
The good news is that my Number One Fan, Dad, reached his 100th Birthday in September and, although he
might not always know who I am, except as the lovely lady who brings whiskey and big pictures, I see the joy in
his face when he holds my prints, chattering away excitedly about them, gasping with awe at every one as if he
has never seen it before. Seems that I did contribute after all.
… and the International MFIAP portfolio? Unfortunately, it won’t be seen in glorious print next year after all but at least I’m good for the
next few years of YPU Annual Exhibitions!
Have a very Merry Christmas Andrea x
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http://www.thepagb.org.uk/competitions/gb-cups-and-gb-trophies/
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DO YOU HAVE A PHOTO
WEBSITE TO PROMOTE?
During these strange times many of
our readers have time on their hands
and are browsing the net looking for
interesting photography.
If you have a website, private or
commercial, that might interest us,
drop me a couple of pictures, a brief
description and a link. If it meets our
criteria, we will run a small item in the
next available issue.

e-news@thepagb.org.uk

Frances Underwood

The PAGB Awards (APM) Online
Advisory Service is a way by which

those who have applied for an Award
for Photographic Merit can get advice
on their submission, or those who are
considering applying for an award can
get advice on whether or not they meet
the standard.

Some of you were unable to find your way to ERNEST PORTER, wildlife
photographer, who was featured in e-news 271. Here is a new link if you are
thinking of booking his talk for your Club https://www.clik-trip.com/listing/fx25qn6hma-action-photographyphotographing-raptors-in-flight-in-the-kalahari.

The service is offered by a number of
experienced volunteer advisors who
have generously agreed to offer their
time. Each advisee will be allocated to
an individual advisor.
You must be qualified to apply for an
award at the level for which you are
requesting advice.
In summary • you must be a current active member
of a PAGB Affiliated Club
• the minimum duration of membership
is 2 years for CPAGB, 3 years for
DPAGB and 5 years for MPAGB.
The service can be accessed via the
contact form on the APM Advisory
Service page of the PAGB web site at –

Liz Bugg

< CLICK HERE if you missed it

http://www.thepagb.org.uk/awards/apm-advice-service/

The information entered on the form
sends an email to the Advisory Service
organiser and is not retained on the
website.
The service is limited by the number of
available advisors. Applicants cannot
be guaranteed a place for advice and
may be placed on a waiting list.

http://www.pagbnews.co.uk/sites/default/files/newsletters/en269extra%20The%20List%2031%20Oct.pdf
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https://sites.google.com/view/lightinthedarkcompetition/home

I have recently had the opportunity to put the Canon PROGRAF PRO-300
through its paces and I have really enjoyed the experience. I have used
lots of paper using different settings in mono and colour with great results.
I’m not a technical reviewer, but I will run an article in e-news soon on my
experience with it.
A PRIZE WORTH WINNING!
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ONLY A FEW DAYS LEFT TO ENTER
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Sending e-news to your Club members

PLEASE DO IT RIGHT
We are delighted with the circulation of e-news and grateful for those of you
who make your Club members and others aware of it. However, you should
not copy our notification e-mail to people who haven’t asked for it. That turns
us into spam!
Even if you do have permission, it is not a good idea to forward our e-mail. This notification includes an “unsubscribe” link
and, if they choose that option, you will be unsubscribed. It happens with nearly every issue and the correction process is
quite tedious.
“Legal” options available are to;
- download the pdf of e-news and send it as an attachment in your own e-mail.
- open e-news, copy the link from your browser address bar and send it in your own email.
The best option by far is for everyone to subscribe for themselves, which they can do, very simply, at www.pagbnews.co.uk.
Alternatively, you can send me a list and I will add them in bulk. You should notify everyone that you have done so and
that they will have an “unsubscribe” link if they do not wish to continue. (Addresses are maintained securely and
confidentially and are never used for any other purpose).
The list can be sent in an e-mail or as an MSWord attachment to e-news@thepagb.org.uk and should be in the form –
Firstname Secondname, e-mail address

See more Virtual Galleries on the PAGB Website

http://www.thepagb.org.uk/competitions/virtual-galleries/
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Visit 25 NEW Virtual Galleries a https://pagbhost.co.uk/gallery/lobby.php

Great Grey Owl in Flight by Mick Durham from his successful MPAGB in 2009

In the Clearing by Hunter Kennedy from his successful MPAGB in 2009
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